
Modern 1900–1945

Post–war 1945–1980

Contemporary 1980–

Ancient
534 BC–1500 AD

Early Modern: 
Renaissance & 

Restoration
1500–1800

19th century/Modern
1801–1900

Applied 1980–
Devised 1980–
Immersive 1980–
Intercultural 1980–
Physical 1980–
Political 1980–
Postmodernism 1980–
Site-Specific 1980–
Verbatim 1980–
Postdramatic 1990–

Existentialism 1945–
Theatre of the Absurd 1945–
Off-Broadway late 1940s–
Off-off-Broadway 1958–
Poor Theatre 1959–1976
Experimental 1960–1980

American Musicals early 20th c
Expressionism 1905–
Theatricalism 1905–1939
Little Theatre Movement 1915–1945
Surrealism 1924–
Epic Theatre 1930s–
Theatre of Cruelty 1930s–

20th century  
& beyond

1901–present

Greek 534 BC–220 BC
Roman 240 BC–475 AD
Medieval – Dark Ages 476–1000
Medieval – High Medieval 1000–1500

Italian Renaissance 1550–1650
Spanish Golden Age 1550–1680
Commedia dell’arte 1550–1750
French Neoclassical 1552–1685
Elizabethan 1558–1603
Jacobean 1603–1625
Restoration 1660–1737
18th century 1701–1800

Romanticism early–mid 19th c
Melodrama early 19th c
Minstrel Shows 1843–1910
Vaudeville 1860–1930
Naturalism late 19th c
Operetta late 19th c
Realism late 19th c
Symbolism 1880–1910
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